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FIRST QUARTER CRIME STATS SHOW MIXED RESULTS
Some March Figures Possibly Affected by COVID-19

MEMPHIS — The Public Safety Institute at the University of Memphis and the Memphis Shelby Crime
Commission have released preliminary crime figures from the Tennessee Bureau of Investigation (TBI) for the
first quarter of 2020 (January-March) compared to certain previous years.

The first quarter figures show mixed results, with some results possibly affected by a change in community
activity during March due to the COVID-19 pandemic.

The major violent rate is based on the aggregate number of reported murders, rapes, robberies and aggravated
assaults. Compared to the first quarter of last year, the violent crime rate dropped 4.3% in the City of Memphis
and 5.2% throughout Shelby County. The decline was driven by reductions in reported aggravated assaults and
rapes. While making up a very small part of the aggregate major violent crime number, the most serious violent
crime of murder jumped 18.9% in Memphis compared to the first quarter of last year and increased 21.6%
countywide.

Reported robberies increased slightly in Memphis (+ 2.1%) and declined slightly countywide (- 1.1%) during the
first quarter. However, the slight increase for the quarter was driven by a significant increase in March. In
Memphis, reported robberies were 21.2% higher than in March of last year.

Major property crime is based on the aggregate number of burglaries, motor vehicle thefts and other felony
thefts. The overall major property crime rate remained basically steady compared to the first quarter of last
year. However, there were very significant swings in the burglary and motor vehicle theft categories.

Reported burglaries plummeted by 23.4% in Memphis and 23.8% countywide compared to the first quarter of
2019. Looking at March alone, reported burglaries in Memphis were down 24% compared to March of last year.
This may be attributable to a significant number of citizens staying at home in March due to the COVID-19 crisis.

At the same time, reported motor vehicle thefts skyrocketed by 23.6% in Memphis and 21.7% throughout
Shelby County. In March alone, reported motor vehicle thefts in Memphis were up 31.5% compared to March of
2019.
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In past years, reported robberies and vehicle thefts have tended to increase during the summer months when
schools are not in session. Due to spring breaks coupled with the COVID-19 crisis, schools were closed for most
of March.

“Based on preliminary figures from the Memphis Police Department, the significant increases in reported
robberies and motor vehicle thefts and significant decreases in reported burglaries in March continued during
the first two weeks of April,” said Bill Gibbons, executive director of the Public Safety Institute and president of
the Crime Commission.

Reported domestic violence incidents were down during the first quarter compared to 2019 — by 3% in Memphis
and 3.2% countywide. And in March alone, reported domestic violence incidents were down 9.3% in Memphis
compared to March of 2019.

However, Gibbons gave a word of caution on the domestic violence figures.

“It is very possible that many victims of domestic violence feel trapped during the COVID-19 crisis, feeling it is
unsafe to call 911 with perpetrators remaining close by in the home and with no alternative places to go for
safety. Even under difficult circumstances, victims should always try to safely seek help,” Gibbons said.

The TBI also measures 54 different categories of crime (called Group A crimes) to get a picture of the overall
crime rate. During the first quarter, the overall Group A crime rate dropped 2.2% in Memphis and 4.4%
throughout the county.

More information on local crime trends are available on the Crime Commission’s website at
www.membhiscrime.org.
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About the Crime Statistics: In measuring overall crime rates and trends, the Memphis Shelby Crime Commission
and the Public Safety Institute use data reported by local enforcement agencies to the Tennessee Incident Based
Reporting System (TIBRS), which was developed and is maintained by the Tennessee Bureau of Investigation. An
incident is defined in TIBRS as “one or more offenses committed by the same offender or group of offenders
acting in concert, at the same time and place.” Certain types of violent crimes and domestic violence offenses,
however, uniquely refer to a victim count versus an incident count. All rates are calculated based on per 100,000
population.

About the Memphis Shelby Crime Commission (www.memphiscrime.org): Memphis Shelby Crime Commission
is an independent, non-profit 501(c) (3) organization that “quarterbacks” the work of the Safe Community Plan
and its partners. It is funded through the generous contributions of many private sector donors. Ben Adams,
chairman emeritus of Baker Donelson law firm, serves as chair of the board, and Bill Gibbons serves as president
of the Commission.

About the Safe Community Plan (www.memphiscrime.org): Launched in 2007, the Safe Community Plan, an
action plan spearheaded by the Memphis Shelby Crime Commission, is a community-based crime reduction
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http://www.memhiscrime.org/

initiative. Implementation of the Safe Community Plan is chaired by Shelby County District Attorney General
Amy Weirich.

About the Public Safety Institute (www.memphis.edu/psi/): The Public Safety Institute of the University of
Memphis is an interdisciplinary part of the University community committed to identifying and advancing best
practices in the field of public safety. It is housed in the School of Urban Affairs and Public Policy. Bill Gibbons
serves as executive director.
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! Includes murders, forcible rapes, robberies, and aggravated assaults.
Source: Tennessee Bureau of Investigation (TBI). The 2019 TBI figures are preliminary.

? The 2020 figure is a decrease of 9.7 percent from 2006 and an decrease of 4.3 percent from 2019 in the city of Memphis.
* The 2020 figure is a decrease of 11.7 percent from 2006 and a decrease of 5.2 percent from 2019 in all of Shelby County.
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! Includes burglaries, motor vehicle thefts, and other felony thefts.
Source: Tennessee Bureau of Investigation (TBI). The 2019 TBI figures are preliminary.

% The 2020 figure is a decrease of 27.8% from 2006 and a decrease of 0.1% from 2019 in the City of Memphis.
* The 2020 fiqure is a decrease of 31.4% from 2006 and a decrease of 1.3% from 2019 in all of Shelby County.
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REPORTED DOMESTIC VIOLENCE OFFENSES
JANUARY - MARCH
(RATE PER 100,000 POPULATION AND NUMBERS)*
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! Source: Tennessee Bureau of Investigation (TBI). The 2020 TBI figures are preliminary.

’The 2020 figure is a decrease of 20.7 percent from 2006 and a decrease of 3.0 percent from 2019 in the city of Memphis.
® The 2020 figure is a decrease of 21.1 percent from 2006 and a decrease of 3.2 percent from 2019 in all of Shelby County.
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! The overall crime rate is measured by 54 separate types of “Group A crimes” tracked by the T.B.1.
Source: Tennessee Bureau of Investigation (TBI). The 2019 TBI figures are preliminary.

? The 2020 figure is a 23.5 percent decrease from 2006 and a 2.2 percent decrease from 2019 in the city of Memphis.
* The 2020 fiqure is a 27.0 percent decrease from 2006 and a 4.4 percent decrease from 2018 for all of Shelby County.
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Table 2.2 Memphis, TN: Crime Rates: 2006, 2011, 2016, 2017, 2018, 2019, & 2020

Operation Safe Community - Crime Trend Report

Memphis, TN - TIBRS' GROUP A OFFENSES
| CRIME RATES (Offenses per 100,000 Population™)

January 1 - March 31_2006, 2011, 2016_2017, 2018_2019_ & 2020
Selected Offenses of Interest
% % % %
Offense Type 2006 | 2011 | 2016 | 2017 | 2018 | 2m9 | 2020 |Change |Change |Change |Change
2006-20 | 2011-20| 2016-20 | 201320

Murder’ 48] 38 77 ao] a9l 57l ksl sms] mras] anem] 1o
Rape®* 167 226 197] 299 160 189 153 s7e| seew| e e
Aggravated Assault™ 256.0] 2301] 28ss] 3442 3062] 3303 324 200%] 3:an] saw| s5ew
Robbery 187 7] 1r7 amal e eia]  sad ssm] gas] men] 2w
MAJOR VIOLENT CRIME™ 4622 3623 2340 5134 4207 a3eo] a7y ame| 15| 39w 4w
Burglary 5318 4024 3034] 3635 2885] 2741] 2099] 60.5%| 47.6%| S006%)| -23.4%
Theft Dffienses 1154.6] 798.2] 764.5] 10622 993.8] G70.8] 10009 13.3%| 25.4%| 27.6%| 3.1%
Motor Vehick Theft 2272 1013| 965 1763 2033] 1375 1699 252%| 67.7%| T6.1%| 236%
MAJOR PROPERTY CRIME 1913.6] 1301.9] 11844] 16219] 14857 13625 13807 27.6%| 6.1%] 16.6%] 0.1%
[Simpie Assaui® | 7e23] s405| es0s| 7eso0|l eooz| se13] s358] 31| -6zl asem] 45
Drug/Narcotic Violations® 054 61| 1562 1654] 1385 23| 1118 gses| seew]| 2man] 85w
Weapon Law Violations® 640] 477] 47| 6| a4l 494 ere] smmw] 40| 43mm| amean
[Domestic Violence | ee0.4 7360] eors] 7ees| save|l sare]l sa0g| 20l -emes] -aTw| -
Totl Group A Offenses’ | 4526.3] 3838.1| 34a47| 44066] 37325 35430] 3440 -235%] arw| oew| 22%
Total Group A Offenses Involving Frearmr [P PP ] 5374 379.1] 3280 340.7] 34adf - 4 r TE%| 0%
* Dhee € cheanges In reporing olnse Fyoking i TISRS fgures are soboomperate © da peice © 220110

* Rates and population fisures are based on 2006, 2011, 2016, 2017, and 2018 U5, Census Burean Population Estimates. The
latest estimates available, 2018 Estimates, are used to caleulate the 2019 and 2020 population estimates based on the TUCE.
methodology which are then nsed for caleulating the rates for 2019 and 2020 respectively.
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OPERATION: SAFE COMMUNITY Monthly Crime Trends Report
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Table 2.1 Memphis, TN: Number of Offenses: 2006, 2011, 2016, 2017, 2018, 2019, & 2020

Operation Safe Community - Crime Trend Report
Memphis, TN - TIBRS' GROUP A OFFENSES
January 1 - March 31, 2006, 2011, 2016, 2017, 2018, 2019, & 2020
Selected Offenses of Interest
% % % %

Offense Type 2006 | 2011 | 2016 | 2017 | 2018 | 2019 | 2020 |Change|Change |Change|Change

2006-20] 2011-20 | 2016-20 | 2013-20
Murder’ 32 23 s  as]  sa| 3w 44| amam] meosw| 20| 189%
Rape™* 11| 48] 129 1es] 04| 123 oo] e -33.1%| -23.3%] -19.5%
Aggravated Assault™* 1704] 1535 1.887] 1933 1992 2148] 2032 19| sean] Tew| S4%
Robbery 1229]  667] 769 737] 66| 528  539] -961%| -19.2%)| -29.9%|] 21%
MAJOR VIOLENT CRIME™* 3ome| 2375 2835 2883 27ee| 283 27| ovew] 143w 43w 43w
Burglary 3539] 2638 1982 a0 18| 17s] 1365 4% 483t 311%] 23.4%
Theft Offenses 7684] 5233] 5124 6077 6466 6315] 6510] 153%] 244%| amet] 3%
Motor Vehicie Theft 1512]  664]  630]  go0l 1323]  sod] 1.105] 2eo%| e64%| 75.4%| 23.6%
MAJOR PROPERTY CRIME 12735 8535 7.736] 9108 oses| 899 sgmo| 2esk] 52%| 161%] 0%
|Simple Assault® | s5206] 5510] 4,119] 4414 3905] 3651 3485] -33.1%] -36.8%| 15.4%| 45%)
Drug/Narcotic Violtions® 1367) 1.482] 1020 929 901] s3]  7o7| seew] soow]| 287w e
Weapon Law Violstions® 426]  :3|  3e8] 315 ms|  sm|  ase] 3] 409%w] 432%] 37w
| Domestic Violence | 44ss] ases| 39m| 4419] 3800| 355 3450| 2osn| et 3] 3ee
Total Group A Offenses’ 30,123| 25,162 22,500] 24.858] 24,284 01%| 22%
Total Group A Offenses Invoiving Firsan” A 2204] 2429] 2137 1.1%]  06%
" Due D thanges F reporing afemses ivosing TrearTe. TIEA S igures are nol conpas=bi= D deia prior o 2008,
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Table 1.2 Shelby County, TN: Crime Rates: 2006, 2011, 2016, 2017, 2018, 2019, & 2020

* e & changes In reparing olns=s IEvokving le=nres, TISRS figures are sobomperabis £ dai prior 1o 2518

Operation Safe Community - Crime Trend Report
Shelby County, TN - TIBERS® GROUP A OFFENSES
CRIME RATES (Offenses per 100,000 Population®)
January 1 - March 31, 2006, 2011, 2016, 2017, 2013, 2019, & 2020
Selected Offenses of Interest
% % % %
Offense Type 2006 | 211 | 2016 | 2017 | 2018 | 2m9 | 2020 |Ghange|Change |Change |Change
2006-20 | 2011-20 | 2016-20| 201320
Murder 35| 28] 53] 48] 3.5  40] 48 38.1%| 725%] 10.0%] 216%
Rape® 13.0] 16l 156l 5] 128] 156l 127 2% 2rme] aesm] e
|Aggravated Assaul® a014] 1793 2218zl 230l 2511] 236n 17aw| 1] eew| 5%
Robbery 1a7e]  742] ee3] s18] 7es] e07]  eoq] Seat] -190e] 303%] 1%
MAJOR VIOLENT CRIME 3557 2ma| 37| 362 3269 314] :aa] rTn] 1amn] dan] s
[Burglary 431.8] 3195] 2367 240.3] 2284] 4] 1609 2| 496%| 320%| 2k
Theft Offenses 967.3] 663.3] o409 7see] aee3| Tro4] Teas amaw| 19me] :mem| 1w
Motor Vehicle Theft 179.2]  7a6] 737 117.3] 153 1064] 1205 27| eare] Taem| 2w
MAJOR PROPERTY CRIME 1578.3 1062.4] 9513 11162 1z140] 1097 0] 10829 31a%] 1ew] 138 1%
[Simpie Assauit' | 6443 ee0z] 5303 5501 seed] avss| 4ge8] 30| 3aac| asew] 615
|Drug/Narcotic Violations® 206.3] 1899] 153.4] 1403] 1461] 1305] 1139 50| 03] 260%] 3%
Wieapon Law Violations® 537 381] 428 438] ase] 414 539 ease] a1.4%] 259%] 300%
[Domestic Viokence | s5389] smo7]l 4ses] seaq] 4] 43ma] 4254] 2] 5sme] anrw]| 3wl
Total Group A Offanses’ 3789.3] s075.0] 2a30.4] 30936] 30819] 2eaad]| ovess] -27ees] dowes] o] 44
Total Group & Offenses Invalving Firsarm® crmokereae]  25a0) 2478] 2509 2555 emAbin e 1.3%] 0%

* Rates and population figures are based on 2006, 2011, 20146, 2017, and 2018 U5, Census Burean Population Estimates. The
latest estimates available, 2018 Estimates, are used to caleulate the 2019 and 2020 population estimates based on the UCE
methodology which are then used for calculating the rates for 2019 and 2020 respectively.
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933,457

936,759
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935,764

936,686

936,686
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Table 1.1 Shelby County, TN: Number of Offenses: 2006, 2011, 2016, 2017, 2018, 2019, &
2020

Operation Safe Community - Crime Trend Report
Shelby County, TH - TIBERS® GROUP A OFFENSES
January 1 - March 31, 2006, 2011, 2016, 2017, 2018, 2019, & 2030
Selected Offenses of Inferest
3% B, % %
Offense Type 2006 | 2011 | 206 | 2017 | 2ma | 2019 | 2020 |Change|Change |Change |Change
2006-20] 2011-20| 2016-20 | 2013-20
Murder 32 26] om0 4 33 37| 48] apem] 73a%| o] 216%
Rape* 120]  164]  146] 193]  120] 48] 119 o] 2vas] 85| -1e 5
| Aggravated Assaulf® 1853 1674 2075 2143] 2190 2352 2ms| 19| 3eaw] eme| sew
Robbery 1268] 693 eoa]  we7]l  me]l  see] se3| smeee] ames] 30| 4w
MAJOR VIOLENT CRIME? 3273] 257 so7e|l saar] sose] 3] aean| oam| 154%] dam] 5o
| Burglary 3973] 298] 2m7| 2240] 2437 1977 1s07] 62| 495%] 32oes| 23sm
Theft Offenses aom] 6132 6004l 7] 77s| 7am] 7ae3| aees] 190%] 23] 17w
Motor Vehicle Theft 1649 743  emol 1008] 1472 m97] 1213|264 633w Tees]| 2w
MAJOR PROPERTY CRIME 1452 9m7| so11] 10.447] 11.360] 10275 10.143] 02| 23] 13sm] 3w
| Simple Assauit* | 5028 663 4068] s51a6] 470d| 4457 4 ims] 2oam] 324w a5ew] 4%
Drug/Narcotic Violations® 1808 1773 1437 133 1367 1.222] 10e3] sd0e] s00s] 260ee] 430%
Weapon Law Violations® 494l 36| ao1] a0 7] sss|  ses| 22| 49| 259%| 302w
| Domestic Viokence | 49s8] 5327 4361 4943] 4m8] 4n4] 3se| aame| 252w| g27e] 2%
Total Group A Offenses’ 2575 97| 23%] 44%
P 23:&1| 23191 234&| zml 2392___ 4 13%] oow
" Cuja o changes 0 peooeing olerses imioking e, TIER S fgares are » nl:u“a:rb:la'um:v:" 1B
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