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Reported Crime Continu es Encouraging Decline  
 

 

According to preliminary figures from the Tennessee Bureau of Investigation (TBI) and 

released by the University of Memphis Public Safety Institute and Memphis Shelby Crime 

Commission, reported crime continued to decline across the board during the first q uarter 

of 2026 (January -March).  

 

Major violent crime includes the categories of murder, rape, robbery, and aggravated 

assault. In Memphis, the major violent crime rate dropped 30.5 percent compared to the first 

quarter of 2025. In all of Shelby County, the decline was 29.3 percent. Major violent crime 

started trending down in 2024 The major violent crime rate in Memphis plummeted 40.4 

percent compared to the first quarter of 2023. Countywide, the decline was 39.5 percent. 

Every category of major violent crime declined compared to the first  quarter of 2025. Here’s 

a breakdown by category:  

 

Memphis Major Violent Crime Rate  

Murder: - 29.3 percent  

Rape: - 33.7 percent  

Robbery: - 49.2 percent  

Aggravated assault: - 27.3 percent  

 

All of Shelby County Major Violent Crime Rate  

Murder: -28.3 percent  

Rape: - 23.3 percent  

Robbery: - 49.2 percent  

Aggravated assault: -26.3 percent  
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Major property crime includes the categories of burglary, vehicle theft, and other felony 

theft. In Memphis, the major property crime rate dropped 45.0 percent compared to the first 

quarter of 2025. In all of Shelby County, the major property crime rate de clined 44.6 percent 

compared to the first quarter of 2025. Compared to the first quarter of 2023, the major 

property crime rate declined 63.9 percent in Memphis and 63.8 percent in all of Shelby 

County. Here’s a breakdown by category compared to the first quarter of 2025:  

 

Memphis Major Property Crime Rate  

Burglary: - 33.7 percent  

Vehicle theft: - 66.5 percent  

Other felony theft: - 40.5 percent  

 

All of Shelby County Major Property Crime Rate  

Burglary: - 34.5 percent  

Vehicle theft: - 66.8 percent  

Other felony theft: - 39.8 percent  
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1 Includes murders, forcible rapes, robberies, and aggravated assaults. Source: Tennessee Bureau of Investigation (TBI). 

The 202 5 figures are preliminary.  

Reported Major Violent Crime 
January - March 

Rate Per 100,000 Population (and Total Number of Offenses)
1
  

1.9% 
In 2026 Compared to 2011 

30.5% 
In 2026 Compared to 2024 

5.9% 
In 2026 Compared to 2011 

29.3% 
In 2026 Compared to 2025 
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The TBI also measures an overall crime rate composed of 54 different categories of Group A 

reported crimes. In Memphis, this overall crime rate dropped 28.3 percent compared to the 

first quarter of 2025 and 43.6 percent compared to the first quarter of 202 3. In all of Shelby 

County, the declines were 28.3 percent compared to 2025 and 43.7 percent compared to 

2023.  
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Reported Overall Crime 
January – March 

Rate Per 100,000 Population (and Total Number of Offenses)
1
  

1 The overall crime rate is measured by 54 separate types of “Group A crimes” tracked by the T.B.I.     Source: Tennessee 

Bureau of Investigation  (TBI).  The 202 5 TBI figures are preliminary.  

Reported Major Property Crime 
January - March 

Rate Per 100,000 Population (and Total Number of Offenses)
1 

  

1 Includes burglaries, motor vehicle thefts, and other felony thefts.   Source: Tennessee Bureau of Investigation  (TBI).   

The 202 5 TBI figures are preliminary.  

30.0% 
In 2026 Compared to 2011 

28.3% 
In 2026 Compared to 2024 

32.7% 
In 2026 Compared to 2011 

28.3% 
In 2025 Compared to 2025 

41.7% 
In 2026 Compared to 2011 

45.0% 
In 2026 Compared to 2024 

  45.6% 
In 2026 Compared to 2011  

44.6% 
In 2025 Compared to 2025 

3,840.5 (25,172)
3,743.2 (23,522)

3,601.7 (22,422)

3,884.8 (24,026)

4,769.7 (29,314)

4,215.6 (25,754)
3,747.8 (22,872)

2,687.8 (16,403)

3,082.2 (28,767) 2,955.9 (27,484)
2,860.1 (26,406)

3,055.2 (28,058)

3,683.0 (33,659)

3,245.8 (29,554)

2,890.8 (26,281)

2,073.9 (18,855)
1,500.0

2,700.0

3,900.0

5,100.0

2011 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025 2026

City of Memphis All of Shelby County



4 | P a g e  
 

Reported domestic violence has been somewhat stagnant in recent years, but the 2026  first 

quarter figures show progress. Compared to the first quarter of 2025, the domestic violent 

rate dropped 9.2 percent in Memphis and 8.5 percent countywide. Compared t o the first 

quarter of 2023, the declines were 11.3 percent in Memphis and 10.5 percent countywide.  

 

“The trends lines are encouraging across the board. Now is not the time to let up. We must 

continue to implement steps that work, scale them up, and sustain them over time,” said Bill 

Gibbons, president of the Crime Commission and executive director of the  U of M Public 

Safety Institute.  

 

# ##  

 

A bout the Crime Statistics: In measuring crime rates and trends, the Memphis Shelby Crime 

Commission and the Public Safety Institute use primarily preliminary data reported by local 

enforcement agencies to the Tennessee Incident Based Reporting System (TIBRS), which was 

developed and  is maintained by the Tennessee Bureau of Investigation. An incident is defined in 

TIBRS as “one or more offenses committed by the same offender or group of offenders acting in 

concert, at the same time and place.” Certain types of violent crimes and domestic violence 

offenses, however, uniquely refer to a victim count versus an incident count. All rates are 

calculated based on per 100,000 population.  

 

About the Memphis Shelby Crime Commission ( www.memphiscrime.org ): The Memphis 

Shelby Crime Commission is an independent, non -profit 501(c) (3) organization that 

“quarterbacks” the work of the Safe Community Action Plan . It is funded through the generous 

contributions of many private sector donors. Ben Adams, chairman emeritus of Baker Donelson 

law firm, serves as chair of the board, and Bill Gibbons serves as president of the Commission.  

 

About the Safe Community Action Plan (www.memphiscrime.org ): Launched initially in 2007, 

the Safe Community Action Plan, development of which is  spearheaded by the Memphis Shelby 

Crime Commission, is a community -based crime reduction and prevention initiative. The current 

Safe Community Action Plan (2022 -2026) is in its fourth year. Implementation of the Safe 

Community Action Plan is chaired by Shelby County Sheriff Floyd Bonner.  

 

About the Public Safety Institute (www.memphis.edu/psi/): The Public Safety Institute of the 

University of Memphis is an interdisciplinary part of the University community committed to 

identifying and advancing best practices in the field of public safety  through applied research . It 

is housed in the School of Urban Affairs and Public Policy. Bill Gibbons serves as executive 

director , Dr. Amaia Iratzoqui serves as research di rector , and Dr. James McCutcheon serves as the 

senior research d eveloper . 

 

http://www.memphiscrime.org/
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