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2025 TBI Figures Show Across the Board  

Declines in Major Crime Categories  
 

The University of Memphis Public Safety Institute and the Memphis Shelby Crime 

Commission have released preliminary figures from the Tennessee Bureau of Investigation 

(TBI) for 2025 showing across the board declines in major crime categories.  

 

Major violent crime includes victims of reported murders, rapes, robberies, and aggravated 

assaults. In Memphis, the major violent crime rate dropped 27.6 percent compared to 2024 

and, significantly, was lower than all eight previous years (2017 -2024). Cou ntywide, the major 

violent crime rate dropped 27.1 percent compared to 2024, again lower than any of the 

previous eight years.  
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1 Includes murders, forcible rapes, robberies, and aggravated assaults. Source: Tennessee Bureau of Investigation (TBI). The 

202 5 figures are preliminary.  
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2025 Memphis Major Violent Crime Rates 
Compared to 2024 

 

• Overall major violent crime: - 27.6 percent 

• Murder: -25.0 percent 

• Rape: - 28.0 percent 

• Robbery: - 31.1 percent 

• Aggravated assault: - 27.0 percent 

 

 

Major property crime includes reported burglaries, vehicle thefts, and other felony thefts. In 

Memphis, the major property crime rate declined 28.0 percent compared to 2024 and was 

lower than the previous nine years (2016 -2024). Countywide, the major prope rty crime rate 

declined 27.3 percent compared to 2024. Like Memphis, the countywide rate was lower than 

any of the previous nine years. (Annual major property crime TBI figures were not 

maintained prior to 2016.)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Reported Major Property Crime 
January - December 

Rate Per 100,000 Population (and Total Number of Offenses)
1 

  

1 Includes burglaries, motor vehicle thefts, and other felony thefts.   Source: Tennessee Bureau of Investigation  (TBI).   

The 202 5 TBI figures are preliminary.  
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2025 Memphis Major Property Crime Rates 
Compared to 2024 

 

• Overall major property crime: - 28.0 percent 

• Burglary: - 22.3 percent 

• Vehicle theft: - 41.5 percent 
• Other felony theft: - 24.4 percent 

 

The TBI also measures an overall crime rate composed of 54 separate categories of crime 

called Group A crimes. In Memphis, this overall crime rate was also lower than any of the 

previous nine years, specifically lower than 2024 by 19.5 percent. This was tr ue for all of 

Shelby County as well, with an 18.9 percent decline compared to 2024. (Annual overall crime 

TBI figures were not maintained prior to 2016.)  
 

Also, the TBI measures offenses involving firearms. In Memphis, reported offenses involving 

firearms dropped 25.3 percent compared to 2024 and 24.9 percent compared to 2024 

countywide.  
 

Reported domestic violence offenses also dropped in 2025 compared to 2024 but not by as 

much as the other major categories. In Memphis, the decline compared to 2024 was 4.7 

percent, and countywide it was 5.2 percent.  
 

“In many respects, 2025 was a breakthrough year in our community’s efforts to reduce and 

prevent crime. Significant declines began in 2024 and continued at a faster pace in 2025. 

The rate of decline improved even more in the latter part of 2025, aided no d oubt by federal 

and state assistance in investigating and solving crimes and serving outstanding felony 

arrest warrants,” said Bill Gibbons, executive director of the Public Safety Institute and 

president of the Crime Commission.  
 

Gibbons noted the significant reduction in murders, reported firearms offenses, and 

reported vehicle thefts as especially encouraging signs in making the community safer.  

“We have a long way to go to be as safe as we need to be . Based on TBI data, w e still had 

over 11,000 reported victims of violent crime in Memphis in 2025. That’s way too many to 

accept things as they are,” he stated.  
 

Gibbons singled out domestic violence as an especially challenging area to confront. The 

Tennessee Office of Criminal Justice Programs has awarded the Public Safety Institute a 

grant to head up a coordinated community response to domestic violence, part of  which is 

to create a strategic plan to address this challenge.  
 

Earlier this year, the Memphis Police Department (MPD) issued 2025 crime numbers which 

differ slightly from the TBI figures. That’s because, with some exceptions such as murders, 

MPD uses an incident count method while the TBI counts the number of victims. However, 

the trend lines are the same, and both methods are valid measurements.  
 

        # ##  
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A bout the Crime Statistics: In measuring crime rates and trends, the Memphis Shelby 

Crime Commission and the Public Safety Institute use primarily preliminary data reported 

by local enforcement agencies to the Tennessee Incident Based Reporting System (TIBRS), 

which was developed and  is maintained by the Tennessee Bureau of Investigation. An 

incident is defined in TIBRS as “one or more offenses committed by the same offender or 

group of offenders acting in concert, at the same time and place.” Certain types of violent 

crimes and domes tic violence offenses, however, uniquely refer to a victim count versus an 

incident count. All rates are calculated based on per 100,000 population.  

 

About the Memphis Shelby Crime Commission ( www.memphiscrime.org ): The Memphis 

Shelby Crime Commission is an independent, non -profit 501(c) (3) organization that 

“quarterbacks” the work of the Safe Community Action Plan . It is funded through the 

generous contributions of many private sector donors. Ben Adams, chairman emeritus of 

Baker Donelson law firm, serves as chair of the board, and Bill Gibbons serves as president of 

the Commission.  

 

About the Safe Community Action Plan (www.memphiscrime.org ): Launched initially in 

2007, the Safe Community Action Plan, development of which is  spearheaded by the 

Memphis Shelby  Crime Commission, is a community -based crime reduction and prevention 

initiative. The current Safe Community Action Plan (2022 -2026) is in its fifth year. 

Implementation of the Safe Community Action Plan is chaired by Shelby County Sheriff 

Floyd Bonner.  

 

About the Public Safety Institute (www.memphis.edu/psi/): The Public Safety Institute of 

the University of Memphis is an interdisciplinary part of the University community 

committed to identifying and advancing best practices in the field of public safety  through 

applied research . It is housed in the School of Urban Affairs and Public Policy. Bill Gibbons 

serves as executive director , Dr. Amaia Iratzoqui serves as research di rector , and Dr. James 

McCutcheon serves as the senior research d eveloper . 
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